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5 - . ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to an apparatus and a method for 
controlling textile articles such as, for example, 
socks; the apparatus is utilizable in correspondence of 
an ironing station in which, between a station for 

10 loading the articles on relevant support shapes and a 
station for unloading the same articles therefrom, the 
articles are siibjected to the action of ironing means; 
the apparatus comprises: at least a telecamera (9; 9') 
provided with an optical group (90) located at a preset 

15 positipn in. order to frame an article (4) fitted on a 
shape (3) and disposed in stretched condition thereon; 
electronic checking means (92) able to detect a signal, 
emitted by said optical group (90), exceeding a 
predetermined threshold value and corresponding to a 

20 non- uniformity of reflection of light from said article 
(4) and/or said shape (3); means* (94), electrically 
. associated with said checking means, which are disposed 
and acting within an article-unloading device (20) for 
conveying the articles towards either a region X21) for 

25 unloading the articles which are of acceptable quality 
or a region (22) for discharging faulty articles, 
according to the result of said checking, that is, 
according to the nature (A, N) of a corresponding 
electrical signal generated by said means (92) upon 
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